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according to Dr, Hozumi who, ensconced in his
mammoth Victorian study with its own adjoining
law library, spoke with enthusiasm about his
plans for tackling this weighty matter of divorce.
He explained that until some forty years ago
marriage was strictly a family affair. It still is,
for that matter, but now marriages are supposed
to be registered at the neighbourhood ward office,
Thirty to forty per cent of the marriages are still
left unregistered, especially in the country districts.
When a woman marries she is no longer part
of her own family and once it was considered a
great disgrace to take back one's daughter. Thus,
divorce has always been a heart-rending problem
for women when marriage has been left unregis*
tered. All a man has to do is to tell the wife to
leave his bed and board. Legally, all children
belong to the husband's family. Now, in very
tate instances, the court may rule otherwise.
The wife normally gets the children only if the
man married into her family. The departing wife
has the right to take away with her the dowry
which she brought provided it was not cash
which has been spent.
Dr. Hosumi laid before me one of his
prised possessions, a mikudarihan* This old-
style divorce decree stated that a husband was